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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

An apparatus comprising: 
a first audio input/output connector; 



at leW one second audio input/output connector; 
an auoio controller; 

a circuircoupling the first audio input/output connector to the audio controller; 
at least onk circuit coupling at least one second audio input/output connector 

to thet audio controller; and 
a device electrically decoupling the first audio input/output connector from the 

circuit coupling the first audio input/output connector to the audio 

controller when an audio input/output device is coupled to at least one 

second input/output connector. 

2. The apparatus oi\Claim 1, wherein the device electrically decoupling 
the first audio input/output conneqtor from the circuit coupling the first audio 
input/output connector to the audio Controller when an audio input/output device is 
coupled to at least one second input/oWput connector comprises a transistor. 

3. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the transistor is a field effect 
transistor comprising a drain, a source, andV gate, wherein the drain is coupled to the 
first audio input/output connector, the source is coupled to ground, and the gate is 
coupled to at least one second audio input/output connector such that current flows 
into the gate when an audio input/output device i^eoupled to a second audio 
input/output connector to which the gate is coupled. 

Y The apparatus of Claim 1, comprising a direct-current blocking cap, 
wherein tnMreyice is coupled between the direct-current blocking cap and at least one 
second audftTmout/output connector. 

. \ The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the device electrically decoupling 
the first aucJk) input/output connector from the circuit coupling the first audio 
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3 input/output connector to the audio controller when an audio input/output device is 

4 coumed to at least one second input/output connector comprises a mechanical switch. 

1 6L The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the first audio input/output 

2 connectoncomprises a jack. 

1 7. V The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the second audio input/output 

2 connector comprises a j ack. 

1 8. A computer system, comprising: 

2 a processor; \ 

3 a memory coupled to the processor; 

4 an audio controlleXcoupled to the processor; 

5 a first audio device iVput/output connector coupled to the audio controller; 

6 at least one second audio device input/output connector coupled to the audio 

7 controller; and \ 

8 a device electrically decoupling the first audio input/output connector from the 

9 circuit coupling the first audio input/output connector to the audio 

10 controller when an audio input/output device is coupled to at least one 

1 1 second input/output connector. 

1 9. The computer system of Claim 8, wherein the device electrically 

2 decoupling the first audio input/output connecW from the circuit coupling the first 

3 audio input/output connector to the audio controller when an audio input/output 

4 device is coupled to at least one second input/outpVt connector comprises a transistor. 

1 10. The computer system of Claim 9, wherW the transistor is a field effect 

2 transistor comprising a drain, a source, and a gate, wherein the drain is coupled to the 

3 first audio input/output connector, the source is coupled toWound, and the gate is 

4 coupled to at least one second audio input/output connector such that current flows 

5 into the gate when an audio input/output device is coupled to ^second audio 

6 input/output connector to which the gate is coupled. 
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1 1 1\ The computer system of Claim 8, comprising a direct-current blocking 

2 cap wherein tk^3£vice is coupled between the direct-current blocking cap an at least 

3 one second audi\input/output connector. 



The computer system of Claim 8, wherein the device electrically 
decouplingHhe first audio input/output connector from the circuit coupling the first 
audio input/oiKjmt connector to the audio controller when an audio input/output 
device is coupled ro at least one second input/output connector is a mechanical switch. 



1 13. The computer system of Claim 8, wherein the first audio input/output 

2 connector is a j ack. 

1 14. The computer systeh^of Claim 13, wherein the second audio 

2 input/output connector comprises a jaci 

1 15. The computer system of Claii^, wherein the second audio 

2 input/output connector comprises a jack. 



1 P&. A method for disabling a computer system audio device input/output 

2 connector, tlk method comprising: 

3 detectingHJie coupling of an audio input/output device to a first audio 

4 mput/bjitput qHjfinector; and 

5 uncoupling at lea^rfn^second audio input/output connector from a circuit 

6 coupling at least one second audio input/output connector to the audio 

7 controller when tnb^oupling of an audio input/output device to the 

8 first audio input/outpufcseonnector is detected. 
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